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Preserving, educating, collecting, reusing buttons since 1948 

Fastening the past, present and future.                                              501(c) 3 Non-Profit 

Award #40 Specialized to Cats. 1st  place: Julie Reifel 



    Rental fees for vendors’ tables at the OSBS State Button Show: $60 per table. Workshop sales table fee is $10.  Vendors are encouraged to be 

current OSBS members. All reservations, accompanied by remittance, will be made on a first come, first served basis, depending on the space avail-

able.  Only those vendors who have reserved and paid for a sales table may display buttons for sale at the OSBS State Workshops.   

                            

Membership year is January – December, and yearly dues are $20 single, $30 joint members and $5 for junior dues.  Three bulletins are published 

each year: Spring, Summer and Fall/Winter.  Please mail your dues, payable to OSBS, c/o Joan Andersen-Wells  21147 SW Dana Ct. Aloha, OR 97003 

President Gayle Wood gayle.wood1732@gmail.com 503-910-9874 

Vice President Deb Gros debbiegros@yahoo.com 541-826-5693 

Secretary Pat Mooney moonetpg@aol.com 541-673-9855 

Treasurer                                     CHANGE Joan Andersen-Wells treasurerOSBS@gmail.com 503-679-7613 

Past President Bryan Gilbert buttontrader@icloud.com 503-371-3772 

Judging and Classification Co-Chairs 
  

Deb Chrowl 
Peggy Mathes 

whybuttons@gmail.com 

buttonspeg@gmail.com 

503-371-3772 
541-632-9581 

Board Member At-large Don Ortwein dlobuttons@gmail.com 808-262-7061 

Board Member At-large Joy Journeay  joyjourneay@gmail.com   907-223-1040  

Web-Master Mika Jarmusz mikajz@teleport.com 503-371-3772 

Chair of Clerks                                Mika Jarmusz mikajz@teleport.com 503-371-3772 

Historian Debby Gros debbygros@yahoo.com 541-826-5693 

Parliamentarian Sandie Olson buttonroom@q.com 541-988-9133 

MARKETPLACE                                Corvallis Club   

Bulletin Editor                                 Jan Stutts janstutts@gmail.com 303-875-7464 

Membership Chair Lori Franz Lorifranz56@gmail.com 503-638-2918 

Publicity Lori Franz Lorifranz56@gmail.com 503-638-2918 

Education Sandie Olson buttonroom@q.com 541-988-9133 

State Show Chairperson Jan Stutts janstutts@gmail.com 303-875-7464 

  

OREGON STATE BUTTON CLUBS 

OSBS Website:  www.oregonbuttonsociety.org   Email: osbs@yahoogroups.com (for CURRENT OSBS members only) 

Please Note:  Visitors are always welcome at club meetings, but it is recommended to check with a member in your area to confirm 

the time and place of the next meeting. 

Central Oregon Coast Button Club Contact Club President, Maeona Urban for meeting details urbanart@peak.org 

Corvallis Button Club: Meets third Monday of each month, 11:30am at the Cascade Grill, Albany.  For more information - President: 

Ilse Christensen, ilsechristensen@peak.org Vice-President: Kathy Todd, Secretary: Virginia A. Johnson, Treasurer: Roxanne Scheie. 

Eugene Button Club: Meets the second Wednesday of each month. Call for meeting location  541-988-9133 or 541-632-9581. Presi-

dent: Sandie Olson, Secretary/Treasurer: Peggy Lee Mathes. 

Oregon City Button Club: Meets the first Saturday of each month, 10:00am at the Oregon City View Manor Community Room, 200 

S. Longview, Oregon City. For more information- President: Lori Franz lorifranz56@gmail.com . Vice President: Diana Erwin. Secre-

tary: Denise Stutzman. Treasurer: Diana Erwin. 

Portland Button Club: Meets the third Saturday of each month. Contact President: Deb Chrowl, whybuttons@gmail.com for meet-

ing location. Vice President: Joan Wells, Secretary: Mika Jarmusz, Treasurer: Diana Erwin.  Meeting starts at 10:00 AM 

Roseburg Button Club: Meets monthly. Location may vary. Call for meeting date and location. Suzie Cohen:  541- 440-5401 (daytime 

only) or ricknsuziecohen@charter.net 

Southern Oregon Button Club: Meeting times and location vary. For information: contact Debby Gros at 541-826-4278 or  

   debbygros@yahoo.com .    

South Coast Button Club: Generally meets once a month on a Saturday at the Bandon Library, 10:45am. Dates vary. Call Anne Mor-

gan 541-808-4221 for meeting date/ information or email annemorgancnm@yahoo.com . 

OREGON STATE BUTTON SOCIETY OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
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Out-going President’s Letter 
 

Dear Button Friends, 
                    

Well, it was a good Show, wasn’t it? I hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did. I 

am always so impressed with the way so many people work so long and hard to 

make our OSBS Shows turn out so well year after year. All because we love our 

buttons and because we love each other and treat each other well. 
           

 I am happy to say that this year we even turned a profit! The auction raised 

over $2500 and Marketplace brought in over $1000. Thank you all for your  

 generosity in making this happen. 
                

All signs point to our Society moving into the future on a strong footing with many more successful years 

ahead. I know our new President, Gayle Wood, is going to do a fine job leading us up to the 2019 National 

Show. Let’s all keep our eyes on that prize! We did it before and we can do it again, even better this time. 

So volunteer until it hurts. With all of us pitching in we can really put Oregon on the map as being “Button 

Strong.” 
                    

I wanted the photograph to represent both the present and the future. The sweet, sweet child on my lap is 

my grand niece, Winnie, of Camus, WA. You will be seeing more of her in a coming article in the Bulletin 

about how you all might promote the future of our hobby.                Bryan GilbertBryan GilbertBryan GilbertBryan Gilbert    

 

Greetings from Gayle Wood, In-coming President 
                     

I’ll be ...Taking off the training wheels on July 1
st

. 

 

I want to thank all of you for trusting such a relative “new-bee” with a leadership role in this wonderful 

collective of knowledge, enthusiasm, and friendship – all in the fun of buttons!  In my four years of button 

collecting, I’ve learned lots from so many of you.  I enjoy getting to know the button side of each of you, as 

well as how buttons fit into the rest of what your lives are about.  I look forward to getting to know all of 

you and your own stories. 

 

Getting in touch with me.  I’m about as low-tech as it gets.  I pick up any phone call without screening 

and I’d prefer a good 15-minute conversation way more than spending an hour typing out a series of mes-

sages through email!  Know that there are days when my internet connection is iffy and there are periods 

where I may not respond to email.  Just call if you need me!!  503-910-9874.  Call again if you happen to 

get a message that I don’t have a voice mailbox.  I’m just on the phone! 

 

Big news.  I am so happy to announce that Deb Gros offered to be our new Vice President and the Board 

was quick to elect her to this position!  I’m pleased to be working with Deb – for her ties to the Southern 

Oregon button world and her role as an NBS board member, not to mention being more than relieved that 

we can tag-team some of what’s ahead.  I am also excited that Joy Journey is now one of our two At-Large 

Members to our board.  Besides being “one of us” even while she lives in Alaska, she will be quite a re-

source as we plan National – given the knowledge she has gained from two nationals she has recently 

chaired/co-chaired.  Her button contributions to our bulletins are just another bonus for us. 
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And I’ve got to say a huge “thank you” to Kathy Kanter for quickly stepping in to complete Ilse Christen-

sen’s term as Treasurer just as the busiest part of the job happens – our show.  Kathy’s done a great job 

handling all the details – including hotel bill reconciliation.  I’ve got to give a big thumbs-up to Joan Ander-

sen-Wells for her willingness to learn from Kathy and take over as Treasurer and to Pat Mooney, who has 

agreed to be our new Secretary.  The composition of our board is now complete.  Happy Day! 

 

August 25
th

 Board Meeting and Work Session for National in Eugene.  We have a lot to accom-

plish together over the next couple years as we prepare for and host National the first week of August 

2019.  This endeavor will take all of us, especially during the week of the convention.  The board decided to 

hold a board meeting/work session for National in Eugene, on August 25
th

, the day prior to our summer pic-

nic.  Following a brief board meeting, this will be an open meeting for anyone who wishes to be part of the 

working group to help imagine and plan a great convention, with a “Mid-Mod Northwest Style” flair. 
                         

Location: Flash Black Grill  

Time:  2:00 Board meeting first – probably less than 45 minutes – followed by the work session.   

Dinner will be at the restaurant.  Hotels are close. 

Prep:  Read and bring the National Show Guidelines – from our website. 

 

August 26
th

 Summer Picnic in Albany.  Our picnic will be held August 26
th

 in Albany at Mennonite Vil-

lage, starting at 10:00.  Thanks to Ada Squires for making this happen.  Sandie Olson is planning a return of 

a “Panel of Experts” format for us to bring our general and specific button related questions (i.e., competi-

tion related, organizing the button masses, what makes a button a “counter,” what material,  construction, 

classification, etc).   Mount any question buttons on a note card with your question and name.  Bryan has 

offered to bring the meat, we will all bring a picnic side dish or dessert and plan to renew friendships be-

yond those within your own club(s).  Anyone can sell buttons.  Find the details on the Summer Picnic on  

page 38.  See you there! 

 

October 14
th

 Fall Workshop in Tualatin at the Elk’s Lodge.  The doors will open by 9:00 and the 

meeting will start at 9:30.  We’ll be reviewing and fine-tuning our awards.  I appreciate how Deb Chrowl 

and Peggy Lee Mathes lead this discussion.  I always learn something new – and not just about competition.  

As a newer collector, I also learn more about what “button qualities” to think about as I build my own little 

button stash.  The menu for lunch is has not been confirmed so the price for lunch has been set at $15.00.  

Menu details will be posted through the Google group and the website.  Because we’ll need to be out of 

the Lodge by 3:30 and we want at least 3 good hours for button hunting, we’ll be aiming for lunch by 11:30. 

 

Oregon State Fair – August 25 – September 4.  OSBS is planning a static display case that will feature 

our own Oregon button artists:  Kay Ferguson and Narcie Alexander. It will be seen over the 10 days of the 

fair.  We will also staff a booth for one day to share our button crafts, trays, Pearlies, and Bryan’s slide show 

with the public.  OSBS members based in the Salem and Albany area would love help from anyone who 

would like to spend a 2-3 hours at the booth – for free parking and admission.  We will be at the fair 

grounds Tuesday, August 29th from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Sally Fuller joined us at the fair last year – she’d never 

been to the fair before and seemed to have a good time talking buttons with folks who passed our way. 

 

Until next time…   Gayle WoodGayle WoodGayle WoodGayle Wood 
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BALANCE SHEET As of 6/30/2017

Assets

Checking Account 13,026.58$       

Savings Account 29,555.12$       

Total Assets 42,581.70$       

Equity

Beginning Equity 41,057.62$       

Net Income/Loss 1,511.72$         

Total Equity 42,569.34$       

INCOME STATEMENT FYE 6/30/2016

Income

Contributions

Direct Support 386.00$              

Auction Proceeds 2,545.00$           

Marketplace Proceeds 1,314.35$           

Gifts in Kind - Goods 50.00$                 

Total Contributions 4,295.35$              

Dues 2,550.00$              

Bulletin Ad Revenue 96.00$                    

Interest Revenue 2.89$                      

Event Revenue

Spring Workshop Revenue 652.00$              

Fall Workshop Revenue 484.00$              

Awards Revenue 683.00$              

Show Revenue 6,566.00$           

Total Event Revenue 8,385.00$              

Total Income 15,329.24$           

Expense

Fundraising Expense 90.00$                    

Bulletin Expense 1,576.83$              

Development & Marketing Expense 98.15$                    

General & Administration Expense 828.10$                 

Event Expense

Spring Workshop Expense 750.36$              

Fall Workshop Expense 375.00$              

Picnic Expense 158.61$              

State Fair Expense 23.96$                 

Awards Expense 605.04$              

Button Show Expense 9,311.47$           

Total Event Expense 11,224.44$           

Total Expense 13,817.52$           

Net Income 1,511.72$         

Oregon State Button Society

Financial Statements 

Fiscal Year End June 30, 2017
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Award #35 Specialized to Mexican Silver. 1st place: Christi Loring 
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Award #1 Specialized to Mosaics. 1st place: Bryan Gilbert 
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CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations to all the award winners, but especially to ALL who entered! Taking the 

time and energy to study the award, to put together a “best effort” tray and to learn from the 

experience as well as the comments from the judges...these are the real conditions of 

“Winning!”“Winning!”“Winning!”“Winning!” 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
                 

ELECTRONIC BOARD MEETING        April 9, 2017 

              

On April 9, 2017, an email was sent to the Oregon State Button Society Board Members by President 

Bryan Gilbert requesting an emergency vote to fill the vacancy left by the resignation of current  

Treasurer, Ilse Christensen, due to illness.   

 

Kathy Kanter agreed to fill the vacancy until the end of Ilse’s term.  A vote was needed to officially make 

Kathy a signatory on the account, which is necessary to conduct all the financial business associated 

with the Oregon State Show in Keizer in May and other financial matters. 

 

Janice Stutts, Editor 

Lori Franz, Oregon City Button Club 

Joan Andersen-Wells, Oregon City Button Club 

Gayle Wood, Vice President and Corvallis Button Club 

Deb Chrowl,  Portland Button Club 

Anne Morgan, South Coast  Button Club 

Mika Jarmusz, Portland Button Club and Web-master 

Deb Gros, Southern Oregon Button Club   

Susie Cohen, Roseburg Button Club 

Maeona Urban, Central Oregon Coast Button Club 

Peggy Mathes, Eugene Button Club 

Brian Gilbert, President 

Sandie Olson, Secretary 
                 

The board members listed above all voted for Kathy Kanter to become Treasurer for the Oregon State 

Button Society until Ilse’s term is ended.  Don Ortwein, Member-at-Large, abstained. 
              

On Tuesday, April 11, 2017, President Bryan Gilbert reported that all emails from board members were 

received and the motion to elect Kathy Kanter as Treasurer was passed. 
            

Sandra Olson, Secretary     Oregon State Button Society  

 

 

STATE SHOW FIRST BOARD MEETING     May 3, 2017 

 

President Bryan Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm. at the Quality Suites Hotel in Keizer, 

Oregon. 

 

There were fourteen board members and four visitors attending the meeting. 

 

The minutes from the previous meeting were approved as published in the OSBS summer 2016 Bulletin. 

 

The treasurer reported $29,554.65 in savings and $16,366.49 in checking.      (continued next page) 
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Kathy Kanter reported on changes in U.S. Bank fees.  She recommended staying with U.S. Bank for now, but 

going paperless.  Due to time constraints, the 2017-18 budget is still being prepared. 

 

There was a discussion on the necessity of preparing dealer thank you bags.  It was suggested that a survey of 

the dealers would give feed-back on what kind of thank you items they would appreciate. 

 

Gayle Wood reported that the Salem State Fair has offered a free display space lasting 10 days during the fair 

each year.  It is to be a different artistic display each year, and could possibly be used by state clubs at other 

venues.  Anne Morgan made a motion to budget $200 annually for the State Fair display.  The motion passed. 

 

A motion was made by Anne Morgan to add a new budget category to fund special projects, such as helping 

new clubs get started.  The amount is for $2000, a one time amount, which balance will carry over from year 

to year.  After some discussion, the motion carried. 

 

A nomination committee of Deb Chrowl, Peggy Mathes, and Gayle Wood will be looking for members to fill 

the positions of Treasurer, Vice President, Secretary, Member-at-Large, and 2019 National Button Society 

Show Chair.  If you are interested in any of these position, let the nomination committee put you on the slate. 

 

Mika Jarmusz and Lori Franz have been working on a theme for the 2019 National Show in Portland that OSBS 

is hosting.  They are also working on a new OSBS logo. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:10 pm. 

 

Sandie Olson, OSBS Secretary 

 

 

Special Board Meeting  May 5, 2017  

 

President Bryan Gilbert called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 

 

A motion was made by Peggy Mathes to accept the slate of officers as presented at the General Membership 

meeting. 

 

President-Gayle Wood 

Treasurer- Joan Andersen-Wells 

Secretary-  Pat Mooney 

 

The motion passed. 

 

The term of office begins on July1, 2017.  Sandie Olson and Kathy Kanter may be removed from the US Bank 

accounts on or before December 31,2017. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:10 a.m. 

 

Sandie Olson 

OSBS Secretary 
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING    May 5, 2017 State Show 

 

President Bryan Gilbert called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. at the Quality Suites Hotel in Keizer, Ore-

gon. 

 

The minutes of the first board meeting on May 3, 2017 were approved as read. 

 

Election of Officers 

 The slate of officers includes Pat Mooney; Secretary, Gayle Wood; President, and Joan Andersen-

Wells; Treasurer.  Peggy Mathes made a motion to accept this slate of officers. The motion passed.  There 

is still a need to fill the positions of Vice President, Member-at-Large, and the OSBS Show Chair for the 

National Show in Portland in 2019. 

 

Bulletin 

 There was a discussion about producing an electronic OSBS Bulletin.  Jan Stutts, editor, reported 

that it would save about $5.00 per bulletin.  She will make a list of those people who want to opt out of a 

paper bulletin. 

 

2019 National Button Show 

 Mika Jarmusz reported on the show theme, which will be “Mid-Mod Northwest Style,” with a  

focus on the 1950s The colors will be pink, turquoise, and black.   

 

Announcements 

 There will be a get-well button card for Ilse Christensen at the Market Place table.  People can at-

tach a button and write their name as a show of support and thank you for Ilse’s many years of work as 

our former Treasurer and friend. 

 Anne Morgan thanked everyone for the cards and e-mails of condolence. 

 Lori Franz thanked all who donated to the how-many-buttons jar at the registration table. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Sandie Olson 

OSBS Secretary 

Greetings to all OSBS members who are currently NBS members: 

I have recently revised the Beginners' Booklet (after too many years) and Deb Hanson, the NBS 
webmaster, tells me it is now ready for viewing or downloading from the Members Only section of 
the National Button Society website.  http://members.nationalbuttonsociety.org/page-1863476 

If you are a current member of NBS, I recommend you download and print out the updated ver-
sion. If you are not a member of NBS, I strongly urge you to join. There are so many benefits avail-
able to you, including access to all NBS publications on the "Members Only" section of the NBS 
website, once you have registered.  

          Joss (Jocelyn Howells) buttonjoss@aol.com   
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LET IT RAIN – BUTTONS!      2017 SHOW AND SALE  ~ REVIEW 
 

By Anne Morgan and members of  South Coast Button Club 

 
The 2017 OSBS Annual Show and Sale promised to rain buttons and did not disappoint. We were inspired by 

educational presentations, awed by beautiful and interesting competition trays, and fortunate to have many 

knowledgeable and conscientious dealers who brought us thousands of buttons to covet or purchase. 

 

The South Coast Button Club (SCBC) which includes members from Lakeside to Brookings and Bandon to Co-

quille was tasked with writing the review article for our 2017 Show and Sale. Our club generally has about 

eight active members and we were excited and proud that five of our eight attended the show this year.  We 

also each actively participated in Thursday’s judging activities. Cathy Johnston clerked for the first time and 

Christi Loring and Anne Morgan were designated as judges. 

 

 

Diana Black and Suzanne Ashwell were runners with 

Diana taking on the additional challenge of training as 

the new Chair of Runners under the experienced tute-

lage of Donna Russell and Mika Jarmusz. 

 

From the left: Donna Russell, Pat Mooney, Phil Ford 

and Suzanne Ashwell. 

 

Where is Diana?   Running! 

 

The Oregon State Button Society asks each judge to 

employ impartiality and meticulous concentration in 

every aspect of judging button trays. Judging sheets 

are used to support fairness and judges are asked to 

carefully consider each point awarded. Judges often 

agonize over subtracting points or awarding measles. 

 

 

Expert judging requires years of study and an intellectual 

curiosity about our buttons. Many members of OSBS and 

the public attend our annual show for our quality educa-

tional programs. They are often the highlight of the show. 

This year’s three lectures had wonderful PowerPoint pho-

tos that accompanied well-researched talks.  
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Button Blankets of the Northwest Coast Indians 

 
The presentation by Susanna Jordan, "Button Blankets of the Northwest Coast Indians," described the his-

tory of these special blankets designed and worn by tribes from Northern California to Southeast Alaska. 

Our adventure started with a photo of a 1778 woven bark cape. Beginning around 1800, metal and shell 

buttons were traded between trappers and Native Americans and among Native American Tribes. The but-

tons were incorporated into what would eventually be known as button blankets. 0ne of the first wool 

button blankets described by white men was seen in 1844 at a Tlingit chief's funeral. The blankets were 

not used for sleeping. They were worn as ceremonial capes and were often given as gifts at potlatches. 

The dark blue wool blankets were originally acquired from the Hudson's Bay Company traders. The trade 

blankets were subsequently decorated with buttons made from abalone or dentalium shells.  

 

Button blankets continue to be worn today. The central crest portrays a symbol of the wearer's family 

heritage. The symbol is usually derived from the animal world – bear, whale, eagle, frog, or salmon - to 

name a few. The blankets generally have a red border on the upper and lateral edges. A central crest fig-

ure is created from the buttons and red flannel applique. Button blankets are worn over the shoulders and 

the crest design hangs on the back of the wearer. The blankets are not hung from walls except at funerals. 

At ceremonial dances, the shell buttons catch the light of the sun or fire. 

          Interested in making your own button blanket?  

How to Make a Northwest Indian Button Blanket -  http://www.ehow.com/how_5435553_make-

northwest-indian-button-blanket.html 

 

Once Upon a Time in Buttons 
 

Roxane Russell delighted us with an array of story book picture buttons. Our excursion included elaborate 

Victorian-era metal pictorials, 1940s celluloid buttons and modern ceramic buttons with nursery rhyme 

themes.  Her joy and enthusiasm for her topic is infectious. Following the presentation, several attendees 

were seen on the hunt to add a favorite story button to their own collection.     
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It’s Raining Buttons  
 

Sandie Olson is a master story-teller and presenter. A modern Satsuma depicting Mt Hood covered with 

snow, ice skaters, mountain skiers and rainy day umbrellas delighted us as we moved through the four 

seasons with Sandie’s buttons. We were charmed by bears, birds, foxes and other animal kingdom but-

tons seen in a variety of materials. We sailed on fresh water lakes and the open seas via sailing vessel 

buttons. Lighthouse buttons greeted us on our return to shore. Sandie held us captive with her stunning 

display of buttons as well as her ability to take a simple subject and with great imagination make it her 

very own. 

Marketplace and Registration 
             

With Marty Mealey retiring from years of Market-

place (Ways and Means) duties, it was determined 

that no one person could replace her! Instead, Regis-

tration and Marketplace were combined and the Cor-

vallis Button Club greeted members and the public at 

both tables with enthusiasm and good cheer. 
                

Preparing Marketplace 

         
 

Button Dealers 
              

This year our show welcomed button dealers from 

California, Colorado, Hawaii, Nevada, New Hampshire, 

New Mexico, Oregon and Washington.  Their ability to 

bring great buttons, provide members and the public 

with button expertise and generously donate to our 

auction is very much appreciated. We thank all of you 

for helping make our show a success. 

                                                               Auction Preview ¬  

 

 

  Tallying the Auction Receipts 

 

   Generous  
dealer and membership donations 

with spirited bidding  
assured another successful auction. 
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Educational Display 
         

Thanks to Southern Oregon Button Club for an interesting and beautiful display that included the 

Pearlies and many fine examples of vintage and antique finery. 

 

Meetings and Officers 
             

Anne Morgan (our SCBC representative) and Cathy Johnston attended the OSBS Board meetings. 

OSBS officers donate their time and energy to support an active and cordial State Society. Thank you 

to our outgoing officers and welcome to our new slate of officers. You are appreciated. 

 

Ribbons and Measles 
               

We are fortunate to have a state organization that encourages beginning and experienced collectors 

alike. Our competition awards reflect this spirit. We have awards that work for a range of pocket-

books and expertise. Our spirit of competition is strong, but so is our desire to promote inclusiveness 

in the fun and joy of button collecting. 

South Coast Button Club sponsored an award for beginning collectors specialized to buttons that rep-

resented opposites in some characteristic. Our club was delighted with the clever and fun tray en-

tered by Anne Harris, the Blue Ribbon winner. Here is the tray with a few close-ups of specific pairs.  
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And speaking of awards, if you have wondered how Julie Reifel keeps 

adding to her blue ribbon stash – as a relatively new collector – here is 

one answer. During the show, she takes time to study the trays and 

judges’ notes. 

 

 

                 

 General Feeling 

 
Throughout the show there was a feeling of excite-

ment and good will. This positivity and good will are 

two of the reasons that members, dealers, and the 

public enjoy our Annual Show and Sale. Quality Inn 

stepped up this year, presenting much better ser-

vice, signage and excellent catering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally, we all agreed that 

our (non-studio) ceramic  

favor button designed by 

Susan Kent and created by 

Cindy Webb was exceptionally cute! 

 

OSBS 2017 Show and Sale truly rained buttons, 

education and friendship. 

                                                                                                                    

 By the South Coast Button Club 
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  Through the Buttonhole 
                       
 Roseburg Button Club Newsletter 
                         By Suzie Cohen 
 

 May/June/July 2017 
 

Greetings dear button friends, 

 

The post card to the left illustrates Edwardian fashions and Gibson 

Girl hair styles. Down the counter is a lady dressed in mourning attire 

-- black dress, gloves and veil. The young girl can’t resist looking at all 

the choices in front of her and on the wall.  Oh, if we could only see 

those buttons! 

 

Roseburg Club did not meet in May because our meeting date con-

flicted with the button show in Keizer.  Pat and Larry were able to go to the early stages of the show.  They at-

tended the Oregon Board Meeting and participated in other judging tasks. 

 

Our club has so much to be thankful for: Miyuki and Kevin are home from Japan.  Both daughters and grandchil-

dren are doing well.  Claudia’s health has improved with her pacemaker.  Our club’s new meeting place is very 

nice. The owners and staff have welcomed us.  We even have acts of kindness and support from the Eugene Club. 

Yes, we are blessed. 

 

Friday, June 3, Suzie called the meeting to order at 1 p.m.  We met in the back area of Everything Sew Nice Quilt 

Shop.  Nine members were in attendance.  It was good to see Lyn again….as she is rekindling her interest in an-

tique buttons.  We began with a short meeting, officer reports, announcements, discussion on the Dealer Goodie 

Bags, Linz documents were distributed, and Show and Share.  Teri decorated a tote bag with her realistic button 

collection – adorable! The featured program:  “Cupid, Cherubs and Putti.”  Our program was interactive and ex-

plained relevant Mythology.  Most buttons displayed were of the Victorian/Edwardian era when these pictorial 

buttons were so popular. 

 

Teri set up a lovely table with treats in the back room.  Anyone wishing to bring treats to future meetings is wel-

come to do so.  After the program we had a special surprise.  Peggy Mathes, Eugene provided 3 boxes of buttons 

“on approval”.  Peggy was very happy with our purchases! 

 

July 7 Meeting: Program: Bakelite.  I have presented Bakelite in the past in a show and tell format.  This time will 

be a Power Point presentation on the big screen TV.  The colors of Bakelite are so yummy…who can resist?  You 

will see the different styles of Bakelite and how to test for them.  Treats will be provided by Pat. 

 

Looking ahead…in the fall, Carolyn will share her antique mouse trap collection; Suzie will discuss mouse trap and 

rodent buttons. 

 

Stay cool my friends, 

Suzie      
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Portland Button Club Report (March-May 2017)        By Julie Reifel 
 

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” – Mahatma Gandhi 

Like all the clubs across the State, PBC spent a lot of time and energy gearing up for the annual state 

show. We also finalized the slate of officers with Deb Chrowl volunteering to serve another term as presi-

dent. And Donna Russell, previous president, volunteered to serve as vice president. 
 

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.” – Elizabeth Andrew 

We also had special contributions for the show: Mika Jarmusz donated a working gumball machine that 

dispensed buttons for a quarter a turn. And Lori Franz coordinated a button jar prize for members only. 

And our sunshine chairperson Lori Franz brought cards to send members who were “under the weather.” 
 

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” – Winston Churchill 

At club level, volunteer members continued the glass terminology mini lessons in March and April and we 

had three awesome programs:  

March: Delores Smith and Donna Russell on Cold Plastic Enamel 

April: Dorothy Krugner on the making of Czech glass 

May: PBC/OCBC joint meeting with a special show and tell about entries in the annual show. Members of 

both clubs shared their tray stories. See “Measles” article below. 
 

Other club news 

•Welcome to 2017 new members Anna Fort and Marvis Lutz  

•A surprise visit from Dale Maser (Francis' husband), who brought special keepsakes to share with club 

members 

•PBC/OCBC volunteers are researching options to purchase a digital camera to document programs that 

can be shared more widely as part of the organization's education commitment 

•PBC  found a home! starting this fall, club will meet at New Seasons Market in Happy Valley. 

Thank you to all club and state members who continue share their gifts and give in so many ways to 

help us enjoy our buttons! 

 

Measles are not contagious, but they may be shared  
  Personal observations on competition by Julie Reifel as part of PBC Report 

 

There were 178 entries for the 2017 OSBS Show, of which 25 were measled and disqualified (that's about 

14%). NOTE: To learn more about the judging process, consider volunteering to clerk or judge. It's a great 

way to learn more about the process and avoid potential measles if you decide to compete. 
 

Judging is challenging work. The basic rule is to be consistent with all entries for each award. The judging 

criteria may be modified to ensure consistency.  So if a team gets half way through and finds something 

else that deserves a point, they go back and review previous trays to make sure points are consistently 

awarded. 
 

Some examples: 

•One team spent a whole day on the cat award. There was a broad breed of representation, so the team 

narrowed it down to 7 breeds with BOD for consistency. 

•One team spent several hours on the poodle award to make sure that points for breed color, size and 

hairstyles were consistent.  
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•Another team spent hours on the mask award to apply consistency to the ethnicity criteria, since entrant 

labels were inconsistent.  Greenman was disqualified and BOD on Halloween mask. 
 

REQUIRED LABELS 

In this case, you must label down to the sub-class; for example, if you include a penguin on a bird tray that 

requires labels, be sure to list it as 17-2.4 Wading, water birds; not 17-2 Birds assorted. 
 

NON-REQUIRED LABELS 

Unless prohibited by the award, you may include relevant data on your labels such as breeds/species, ac-

tivities, or other specific criteria. For materials, it's a good idea to identify specific materials under metal, 

ceramics, shell and synthetic polymers because they are each “classified as a different materials and each 

gets its own point.” (See NBS blue book, page 6). One entrant reported that judges wrote “thank you for 

labeling” on two tray slips. 
 

STUDIO BUTTONS 

Caution: NBS is very strict with their definition/interpretation (see NBS Blue Book, p.64). If the award 

specifies the number of Studios allowed and you include too many, you will be disqualified. If not speci-

fied, you may lose points if you include more than 20% (see NBS Blue Book,  p. 7). If you know your button 

is not a Studio button, then include “non-Studio” on your label.  
 

COLOR AWARDS 

If you enter a color award, remember there are only 9 basic colors for competitive purposes (see NBS Blue 

Book, page 74). Also, certain materials may have color issues. Glass may look black, but it may be amber, 

red or cobalt...check with a lighted loupe. If you want to use metallic as color and you sponsor the award, 

write silver=gray and gold=yellow. Suggestion: mount your buttons and remove the ones that show color 

dissimilar to the majority on the tray. 
 

OME 

Some discussion about number of points allowed for OME. Maybe a total of three for whole tray or total 

of three for one button. NOTE: if you have paste OME on several buttons, the paste OME is only counted 

once. If you sponsor an award, you can limit the total OME points allowed on the award or on an individ-

ual button.  
 

DIVISION II: Uniform buttons. (See NBS Blue Book, p. 3)  

In Oregon, effective this year, uniform buttons may be included on a Division IX tray and actually may re-

ceive an extra point. NBS will adopt this change effective 2019 with publication of the new NBS Blue Book. 

Note: there is a difference between usage and Uniform. (See NBS Blue Book Section 25 Usage pp. 27-28 

and  Div. II Uniform pp. 29-30) 
 

OTHER TIPS 

•If you've updated an award tray, be sure to use the correct number of buttons on the new entry. 

•If the award says “no cartoons,” this includes cartoon, comic, commercial and storybook animal charac-

ters (see NBS Blue Book, page 54) You may be disqualified if you use these, for example, Donald Duck, 

Porky Pig, Ferdinand the Bull or Beatrix Potter characters. You can still use cartoonish-looking buttons, but 

not specific characters.  

•Large black glass with rosette shank is Div. III (manufactured during the 1930s.) 

•A horned toad is not a toad or a frog, it's a lizard. 
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•“pâte de verre” is a French technique in which cold crushed glass is put in a mold 

without anything else (no binder) and fired in the kiln to about 800°C.  It may look 

like ceramic, but it's an enamel technique and was disqualified in the ceramics 

award. 

•Suggestion: read the award multiple times as you assemble a competition tray. 

This year there was a container award that called for no people. One button was a rouge button with a per-

son's head on the lid, so that tray was disqualified.  

•Suggestion: If you are going to sponsor an award, put your tray together before you finalize the award and 

submit the judging criteria (included in Oregon's process). 

•Caution on horn awards: Be sure of your material. This year, judges found composition, celluloid and shell. 

•Caution: make-ups are being sold online and at shows. These are not considered buttons and may cause a 

tray to be disqualified. (See NBS Blue Book, p. 5) 

Oregon City Club News 
March/April 2017 

By Denise Stutzman, Secretary 

 

Oregon City Button Club has seen many members actively busy this spring with various projects and pro-

grams. From planning for the State Show in May to programs on competion, members met the challenges 

with insight, creativity and an eagerness to learn and be a volunteer participant.  

   

OCBC was in charge of Registration this year.  Lori Franz, President, and other members offered great ideas 

for this role. Several members signed up to be the registration table greeters, under organizer and manager 

Diana Erwin.  Other members like Bryan Gilbert, Julie Reifel and Diana Erwin stayed late to help with the 

clean-up. New member Anne Harris and Joan Andersen-Wells volunteered to help with the auction.  And a 

special thank you to Roxane Russell for her program presentation on Storybook Buttons.    

  

Our meetings in March and April saw the group working on writing awards for competition. With several 

experienced and longtime members in our midst, the discussions were very energetic and helpful as mem-

bers thought about and wrote an award, with a discussion following with helpful insights or suggestions.  

Julie Reifel volunteered her learning experiences when she has competed in the past. She even volunteered 

to do a two-part program for our club about putting together competition trays based on her research and 

experiences from the last few years when she was competing as a newbie.    

 

Our next two meetings featured Julie with a wonderful slide show she put together demonstrating what to 

do and what NOT to do in putting a competition tray together. She even provided us with a home study 

project if we wanted to do it as a practice of what we had learned! For those of us “afraid” of competition, 

Julie gave us confidence to give it a try and learn from our mistakes….even if we get “measled!” Both old 

and new members commented on how much they enjoyed and learned from her well thought out, detailed 

presentation and thanked her enthusiastically for her effort and time that she put into this pertinent pro-

gram.    
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Mary Gregory Style Glass ButtonsMary Gregory Style Glass ButtonsMary Gregory Style Glass ButtonsMary Gregory Style Glass Buttons    
 

Educational Article by Peggy Lee Mathes for Eugene Button Club 
 

Most of us have childhood memories of curio cabinets and corner shelves dis-

playing lovely glass decorative plates, baskets, cruets, tumblers, pitchers, bells, 

lamps, etc. The glass came in many jewel colors, as well as clear and frosted 

glass. Many pieces had lovely white enamel paint designs of Victorian children 

and florals.  
                

What is this painting technique? White enamel paintings on glass of children and 

other subjects, dating back to the early 1800s, were done by the artisans of cen-

tral Europe. The area was known as Bohemia, where most of the glass factories 

were located. According to the “Question and Answer” section by Barbara Bar-

rans of the May, 2008, NBS Bulletin (p.96), the technique was originated by Frie-

drich Egermann (1777-1864). This technique became very popular in the late 

1880s.  
               

Barrans tells us that enamel painting is different from paint, which consists of pigments in a water or oil base. 

Paint may be fired or not, usually at relatively low temperatures. Vitreous enamel, found on the products 

mentioned, is powdered glass combined with a flux or medium into a paste, and painted onto a glass surface. 

The decorated item is fired at a temperature hot enough to fuse the mixture to the surface.  The surface feels 

thick (while paint is smooth) and is much like overlay in its durability and appearance. Shading is achieved by 

varying the thickness of the enamel, and multiple applications were used to add details.  
                   

This technique is more commonly found on Div. I buttons than on Div. III buttons. Page 97 of Barrans’ article 

shows black glass and C/C glass “Mary Gregory” style buttons. Plate 210 of The Big Book of Buttons (button 

number 19) shows a Victorian child that was enamel painted on black glass and refers to it as “in the Mary 

Gregory style.” 
              

Why is it called 

“Mary Gregory 

style”? Mary Greg-

ory was an American 

artist known for her 

decoration of glass products at the Boston and Sandwich Glass Company in Cape Cod, Massachusetts. She was 

born in 1856 and worked as a teacher from 1876-79. She began painting glass around 1880. Legend states 

that she became particularly well known for her delicate paintings of children at play dressed in the contem-

porary Victorian style clothing of her lifetime.  
              

By the 1920s this style of painting was being copied by other American glass factories, most notably the West-

moreland Glass Company of Pennsylvania. It is thought that they popularized calling this type painting “in the 

style of Mary Gregory.” In an article about Mary Gregory glass it was said there were no miniatures made in 

the Mary Gregory style. The creator of a current button series states, “There are now. I know of 30 of them.” 
             

In 2008, Gil Biggie began to sell large (1-3/8 inch) Cobalt blue glass buttons with white enameled designs of 

children at play. Instead of Victorian style clothing, the children are dressed in mid 20
th

 century attire (the era 

of the childhood of the creator). The buttons have a brass plate-and-loop shank, and are back marked: “H gp 

07.” Curious about the meaning of the back mark, and where the buttons are from, I asked Gil about them.  
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She referred me to the creator of the series, Geri Peck, of California, and told me the children represent 

memories of Geri’s childhood during the 1950s. This intrigued me enough to contact Geri and ask about 

them. Thus ensued an E-mail correspondence in which Geri filled in the story. Here are some of the 

questions and answers received. 

 

Q. (Peggy) What inspired you to do these? 
                    

A.(Geri) “I took a tour in the Czech Republic in early 2000. My father and I visited the button factories. I 

met an owner of H Glass (Tomas Novotny). He developed an interest in coming to the National Button 

Conventions in the USA. When he came to the California convention (2005) he visited my home. My col-

lection of Mary Gregory pieces are in a curio in my hallway. Tomas went to see the pieces. I realized he 

recognized the pieces as Czech glass. I let him stand there awhile and then walked over. We stood there 

silently and finally I spoke to him. I said, “Tomas, do you think we could make a button like that?” His 

eyes got big and he was excited. We sat down immediately at my dining room table and started working 

out the nuts and bolts for this project. It was about a year before the first buttons arrived here. We both 

felt as if we brought our countries together via this project. Tomas tells me that the people at his fac-

tory are very proud of this button series.” 

 

Q. Are the designs based on your early childhood as Gil suggested? 
                  

A. “The buttons are based on childhood experiences. For example, the boy on the sled is my friend Keith. 

I have known Keith since third grade. He sat next to me in class and one day he popped out of his seat 

and gave me a kiss on the cheek. Immediate love. We did everything together and one of those things 

was sledding. Sometime soon I will write a small book explaining the meaning of each button.” 

 

Q. Are the button designs limited? How many designs are there?  
                 

“All the designs are limited to 50. I have promised this to my customers from the very beginning of the 

buttons conception. I will most likely stop production when we reach 36 designs.” Note: there are cur-

rently 30 designs available. 

 

Q. What does the H stand for in the back mark? Will the newer designs still have the 07 date? 
                   

A. The H stands for the company that produces the buttons with the help of the painter. The gp are my 

initials. And, 07 is the year of inception of the series; the date for the Mary Gregory (style) buttons will 

never change.”  
             

Geri also wrote: “…. I wanted to produce a series that would express the innocence of children. I was a 

special needs teacher and was tired of being exposed to so much violence in the world.  
                  

“The little girl chasing the butterfly is called Mom’s Girl. It’s 

me. My Mom loved butterflies. I never tried to catch them. 

However, butterflies come to visit my garden everyday. 

One time I was having a garage sale and a huge butterfly 

flew into the garage and circled me. I said, ‘Oh, hi, Mom.’ 

The man waiting to make his purchase looked at me like I 

was crazy. Oh well!!!! 
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“I traveled to the Czech Republic and stayed with Tomas Novotny's family in November of 2016. One of 

the days that I was there Tomas and I traveled to the home of the (button) painters (a daughter and fa-

ther). This was the first time I met them. The father is now in his 80s and didn't speak a word of English 

but he so wanted to tell me the story of his life. He reminded me so much of my own father. Tomas  

translated his story for me. When the father was in high school, his teachers recognized his talent of 

painting on glass. They took up a fund and sent him to Germany to refine his techniques. He has be-

come a well known painter in the Czech Republic. His studio was filled with beautiful hand 

painted vases, wine sets, etc. Now, I understand the excitement I felt when I received the first samples 

for the Mary Gregory buttons. I couldn't believe the excellent paintings on the buttons. The 

painter's family welcomed me with open arms and we have a great respect for each other. The experi-

ence was lovely.“ 

 

I find these buttons so delightful that I now own 23 of the designs. The children have wispy hair, and 

delicate shading of their clothing. Most of the buttons have tiny birds in the air and mountains in the 

background. I am charmed by the squirrel in the tree, the tiny deer in the field, and the rabbit in the 

snow. The domestic dog and cat are also represented.  

 

Many of the original designs are sold out, 50 being the limit of production. Others are very close to end 

of production. The most recent designs are “Go Cart Boy,” “Tractor Boy,” “Umbrella Girl” and “Hammer 

Boy.” 
                      

References: 
                  

The National Button Bulletin May 2008 p.96 Enamel or Paint? By Barbara Barrans 

Wikipedia: Mary Gregory 

 

Check the chart (next page) to see when your club is scheduled to submit an article. 

 

Kudos…Kudos…Kudos…Kudos…from Jan Stutts, Show Chair    
               

The Roseburg Button Club did a terrific job on the delightful 

“Welcome Bags” for dealers. They were paper gift bags, 

button-embellished by hand, and were chock full of treats 

and goodies! It is my understanding that the Club as well as 

individual members made purchases to provide an assort-

ment that included “necessities” and gift items. Thanks for 

your efforts! 

The GUMBALL  

er, make that  

“button dispenser”  

and donation 

maker 

 machine! ;~} 

Loved this! 
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Judy Schwenk & Jim Nolan 
 

5518 Sugarloaf Street 

Anacortes, WA 98221 

(360) 293-2315 

anajamm@comcast.net 
 

We buy any & every size collections. 

Approvals sent on request. 
 

Club Rotation for  OSBS Bulletin Educational ArticlesClub Rotation for  OSBS Bulletin Educational ArticlesClub Rotation for  OSBS Bulletin Educational ArticlesClub Rotation for  OSBS Bulletin Educational Articles    

CLUB BULLETIN & YEAR DUE DATE 

Oregon City Fall/Winter 2017 October 31 - Halloween 

Portland Spring 2018 February 14 - Valentines Day 

Roseburg Summer 2018 May 29 - Memorial Day 

South Coast Fall/Winter 2018 October 31 - Halloween 

Corvallis Spring 2019 February 14 - Valentines Day 

Eugene Summer 2019 May 9 - Memorial Day 
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Jocelyn HowellsJocelyn HowellsJocelyn HowellsJocelyn Howells    
 

BUY - SELL - TRADE BUTTONS: OLD TO MODERN 
  

I have too many buttons for sale to take to shows, plus 1000s of pokes - 

great for jewelry making, crafts, wearable art, etc.  Let me help you find 

the buttons you're looking for.  Or just come to talk, share, look and learn.  

At home by appointment only. 
 

Strong continuing demand has convinced me  
to reprint a limited quantity of this book, first  
published 10 years ago and long out of print:  

 

PLASTIC BUTTONS:  

How to Identify Using All Six Senses    
                                      

34 color plates, over 1000 buttons in color,  

listed by type of synthetic polymer material,  

                                                                fully described, with price guide, $40 postpaid * 
                

                       Also still available is my latest book, which 

has been declared by many collectors as one of 

their most valuable learning resources:  

 

BUTTON MATERIALS A-Z:   
Identification Guide 

 

A must-have book for all collectors, $55 postpaid*  

I can also furnish, if sent with either of the above books:  

NBS Handbook on Synthetic Polymers - $7 * 

 

* Sent to US addresses, Media Mail. Shipping/handling included. Insurance extra. 
For Canada or other countries, ask about postage supplement. 

Contact me for shipping savings on bulk orders or combined titles sent together. 
 

Jocelyn Howells, PO Box 625, Boring OR 97009. 503-658-6437 
Checks, MOs, or PayPal at buttonjoss@frontier.com    
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South Coast Button Club News – by Cathy Johnston and Anne Morgan 

 

Our April meeting proved to be small but mighty. Most members cancelled just a few days before the 

meeting, but Cathy and Joan met at The Minute Café in Bandon to share buttons and a meal. Our April 

theme was the letter A. Joan had many amber-colored celluloid and phenolic resin buttons which are a 

particular favorite of hers. Cathy had an Academy University uniform button from Tokyo with a back-

mark that placed the button in the 1850s. She also brought a realistic metal airplane sew-through but-

ton mounted next to a matching stamp. These types of paired twin mountings (postcards and buttons, 

stamps and buttons) were encouraged in the 1950s by Dorothy Foster Brown in the columns that she 

wrote for “Hobbies – The Magazine for Collectors.” Joan collected stamps as a child and believed that 

Cathy’s six cent airmail airplane commemorative stamp was printed sometime in the 1940s to early 

1950s. Joan attended stamp club meetings with her father. There were stamp poke boxes (much like 

button poke boxes) and she has wonderful memories of poking for stamps. 

 

Cathy had a booth at the Roseburg Antique Show in March. As a courtesy to our club, she put out our 

club’s unsold poke buttons and was pleased that she was able to sell $25.00 worth to add to our club’s 

coffers. Joan and Cathy discussed the up-coming State Show and recommended that we use some of 

our club’s treasury to purchase a button to donate to the OSBS Annual Auction Fundraiser. 

 

Our May meeting was held at Anne Morgan’s home in Gold Beach and was at-

tended by Christi, Cathy, Suzanne and Anne. It was a fun five hour meeting. 

Anne, Christi, Suzanne and Diana provided their OSBS 2017 button trays for re-

view. Diana couldn't attend the meeting but her trays made an appearance. 

This was Diana’s and Suzanne’s first time entering competition trays. It was ob-

vious that much time and plenty of thought and planning went into each beau-

tiful tray.  And as Suzanne jokingly remarked about her Shell tray, “I have never 

spent so much money to win a five dollar ribbon! Wait until next year’s awards. 

I’ve already started buying.“ …wink, wink. 

 

It was so much fun to see everyone’s trays up close, ribbons or not.  Suzanne's charming creative 

mounting of an umbrella made of pink glass buttons with a Kewpie for the top piece had a red ribbon.  

 

We shared buttons beginning with the letters A and B. Using Jocelyn’s book, Button Materials A-Z : 

Identification Guide as a guideline, Anne chose buttons out of the following materials: ABS, acrylic, 

agate, aluminum, amino resin, and antler. She also brought us an Arita seahorse. B materials included 

beans, bidri, and bone. Christi brought a great Artid amino resin button made in England. The button 

depicted two young boys carrying a cluster of grapes on their shoulders. Christi discovered that this but-

ton depicts a biblical subject: "and they came unto the brook of Escoland and cut down from there a 

branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bore it between them upon a staff." (Numbers 13:17-33) 

A similar button is seen in silver in the Big Book of Buttons, Plate 75, #19. 

 

Our next meeting will again be in Gold Beach (at Diana’s home) and will include a short workshop on 

how to identify the age of glass buttons along the NBS Blue Book criteria. The members were encour-

aged to bring examples of clear and colored and black glass buttons for identification.  
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Award #44 Specialized to Masks. 1st place: Ilse Christensen 
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  OSBS CLUBS: 2018 OSBS State Show 

 

PRE-HOST 

Start planning for 
next year’s show 

SHOW HOST 

Host a Fun Show 

REGISTRATION 

Registration Table/ 
MARKETPLACE* 

AUCTION 

OSBS fundraiser 

Total Budget: $75 Total Budget: $965 Total Budget: $15 Total Budget: $100 

For 2020 show For 2018 show For 2018 show For 2018 show 

Portland Eugene Corvallis Oregon City 

Determine theme Plan Friday evening 
program 
  

(Treasurer processes pre-
registration) 

Arrange for auctioneer, AV needs, 
spotters and runners 

Design graphics 
around show theme 

Favor button selection 
and presentation card 
  

Organize registration materials 
prior to show 

Receive and display donations 

Create and print invita-
tions 
  

Plan and create table 
decorations 
  

Arrange for staffing for the reg-
istration table 

Move auction items to dining room; 
paddles distribution; assist with 
auction 

Distribute invitations at 
Saturday breakfast 

Place and remove table 
decorations 

 Printed Material Chair will 
bring name tag holders to show 

 

Forward graphics to 
show chair 

At show, set up and 
take down standards 
 

Attach signs to stan-
dards 

Setup and take down registration 
table at show 

Give to Treasurer:  Bidder Sign-in 
sheet at beginning of auction 

Budget: 
$75 invitations 

Budget: 
$100 program 
85 @ $9 = $765 favor         

buttons 
$100 table decorations 

Budget: 
$15 Supplies 
  

Budget: 
$50 auctioneer 
$40 AV   helper & photographer 
$10 supplies 

4 club rotation → 4 club rotation → 4 club rotation → 4 club rotation ← 

SHOW REVIEW 

ARTICLE 

HOSPITALITY 

Dealer Hospitality 
Gift Bags 

EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY 

(Pearly costumes, etc.) 

Showroom display 

Total Budget: none Total Budget: $75 Total Budget: none 

For 2018 show For 2018 show For 2018 show 

Southern OR South Coast Roseburg 

Write Show review article 
for bulletin 

Dealer Hospitality 
‘Thank You’ gift bags 

Pearly and/or educational display of 
choice for showroom 

Submit article to OSBS 
Editor before Memorial 
Day 

  Setup and take down display 

    Deb Chrowl stores the pearly outfits 
Lori Franz stores the button press 

Budget: 
none 

Budget: 
$75 for 20 gift bags 

Budget: 
none 

3 club rotation → 3 club rotation→ 3 club rotation ← 

* Corvallis Club has generously offered to handle MARKETPLACE while doing Registration on a “trial basis”. THANK YOU! 
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2018 Preliminary Awards List 
 

 1.   President’s Award: Div.IX Class 20-18. 25 Any. People, specialized to buttons having two or more people 

on one button. (Bryan Gilbert) OSBS $10-7-3 

 

 2.   Past President’s Award: Div.I Class 7-7. Small. Molded/cut surface designs assorted. 6 each of 7-7.1, 7-

7.2, 7-7.3, 7-7.4, 7-7.7, 7-7.9. For the 7th group of 6, try to fill out with the rest of the molded/cut sur-

face designs. Each type will get points, but you will not be penalized for duplicates. (Deb Chrowl) OSBS 

$10-7-3 
 

 3.   Departed Members’ Memorial Award: Div.IX, Class 7-2. 30 Any. Clear/Colorless Glass, specialized to 

both shiny/matte on every button. OSBS $10-7-3 
                                        ______________________________________________________________________________ 
                        

Division I 
                       

 4.   Div.I Class 1-0. 30 Any. Celluloid Assorted. Best assortment of Victorian and any pre-1918 celluloid but-

tons. Diane Ford $7-5-3 
 

 5.   Div.I Class 11-0. Small. Shell Assorted. Ada Squires $5-3-2 
              

 6.   L. Div.I Class 15-2. Small. Composition, specialized to Pictorials. No balance required among the picto-

rial sections. Limited to those who have not won a blue ribbon for this type award. Peggy Mathes $5-3-2 
                    

 7.   Div.I Class 23-12. Medium. Specific types unlisted, specialized to Drums.  Assorted materials mounted 

in metal with straight sides measuring at least 3/16” high. Refer to page 75 of the 2017-2018 NBS Blue 

Book. Judy Schwenk $5-3-2 
                                            ______________________________________________________________________________ 

            

Division III 
                                  

 8.   L. Div.III. Class 1-0 through 15-5. 25 any. Materials assorted specialized rabbits/hares/bunnies. Limit of 

5  studio buttons. Per the 2017-2018 NBS Blue Book page 9, “identifying studios and/or labeling of mak-

ers is strongly encouraged.” No limit on realistics. Limited to those who have not previously entered this 

type award. Julie Reifel $5-3-2 
 

 9.   Div.III Class 6-0. Mixed. Black Glass Assorted. Must label and mount in class order. Anne Morgan $5-3-2   
 

10.  Div. III Class 17-0 through 20-24. 25 Any. Pictorials assorted specialized to Metals with Cold Plastic 

Enamel decorative finish. Any amount of CPE allowed as long as CPE is obvious. No balance required be-

tween classes, but must represent all four. (Caution: Do not use metalized plastics!) Roxane Russell in 

honor of Ilse Christensen. $10-7-3. 
 

11.   L. Div.III. Class 21-7. Various. Pictorials Summary. Best assortment with at least 4 and not over 8 

classes included from each section (17-20). Buttons shall be labeled with class numbers and mounted in 

numerical order. Button choices within each section should try for broadest possible representation of 

the whole number classes. Listed and unlisted objects (Sec. 18) receive equal credit. Also, try for an as-

sortment of materials and techniques.  Limit of 5 Studio buttons. No limit on realistics. No Division II. 

Limited to those who have not previously entered a 21-7 award.  Julie Reifel $5-3-2 
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12.   Div.III Class 22-1. Mixed. Patterns Assorted, specialized to Black Glass with Silver Luster. Must la-

bel pattern type verbally. Refer to page 57 of the 2017-2018 NBS Blue Book. Also refer to NBS Bulle-

tins May and July 2009. CBC  $7-5-3 
                                  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

JUNIOR DIVISIONS 

VII-A AGES 6-12   VII-B AGES 13-17 

 

13.   Div.VII A Class 1-0 through 15-5. 20 Any. Materials assorted, specialized to Bears, including both 

mammals and toy bears (including teddy bears.) Cartoon, comic, commercial and storybook char-

acters allowed. No people allowed. No balance necessary (but must have at least one toy and one 

animal.) Beth Robin $5-3-2 

 

14.   Div.VII A Class 17-5. 20 Any. Mammals assorted, specialized to Cows. Bulls and calves allowed. 

Beth Robin $5-3-2 

 

15.   Div.VII A and DIV.VII B. Class 1-0 through 15-5. 20 Any. Assorted materials specialized to anything 

Disney related. Represent as many Disney characters as possible. No limit on realistics. PBC $ 10-6-4  

 

16.   Div.VII B Class 19-3.1.1. 20 Any. Strawberries. Other fruits may be present, but the strawberries 

must be obvious. Beth Robin $5-3-2 

               _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Division IX 

 

17.   L. Div.IX Class 1-0 through 15-5. 25 Any. Materials Assorted specialized to buttons starting with 

the letters A-Z. May substitute two difficult latters with duplicated letters of one’s choice. Any ma-

terial, technique, or brand name representing an alphabet letter is O.K. as long as it is alphabetized 

in BUTTON MATERIALS A-Z: IDENTIFICATION GUIDE by Jocelyn Howells. Limited to those who have 

not received a Blue Ribbon in this or similar award. OCBC $7-5-3 

 

18.   Div.IX Class 1-0 through 15-5. 25 Any. Materials Assorted specialized to anything Disney related. 

No limit on realistics. PBC $ 10-6-4  

 

19.   Div.IX Class 1-0 through 15-5. 25 Any. Materials Assorted specialized to buttons that represent 

anything related to France. Labeling representation advised to help judges. PBC in memorial to 

Edouard Pecourt $10-6-4 

 

20.   Div.IX Class 1-0 through 15-5. 25 Any. Materials Assorted specialized to “all things Gardening”. Try 

for a variety of button materials and gardening related subject matter. Equal emphasis on materials 

and subject matter. Label materials and BM (if present.) No limit on realistics or studios. Joan An-

dersen-Wells $5-3-2 

 

21.   Div.IX Class 1-0 through 15-5. 25 Any. Materials Assorted specialized to anything related to Sew-

ing. Try for a variety of button materials and sewing related subject matter. Equal emphasis on ma-

terials and subject matter. Label materials and BM (if present.)   No limit on realistics or studios. 

Joan Andersen-Wells $5-3-2 
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22.   Div.IX Class 1-0 through 15-5. 25 Any.  Materials Assorted specialized to Clocks and/or Timepieces. 

Try for a variety of button materials and timepiece related subject matter. Other subject matter al-

lowed as long as a timepiece is evident. Equal emphasis on materials and subject matter. Label mate-

rials and BM (if present.)  No limit on realistics or studios. Joan Andersen-Wells $5-3-2 

 

23.   Div.IX Class 1-0 through 15-5. 25 Any. Materials Assorted specialized to Toys. Button may include 

humans or animals, as long as the toy(s) is obvious. Up to 12 may be realistics. Limit of 5 studios but-

tons. Ilse Christensen $7-5-3 

 

24.   L. Div.IX Class 6-0. Small. Black Glass Assorted. Must label and mount in class order. Limited to 

those who have not won a Blue Ribbon for this type award. Peggy Mathes $5-3-2 

 

25.   Div.IX Class 6-8 and 7-9. Medium. Black Glass and Clear & Colored Glass specialized to Realistic 

Shapes. No balance required, but must have at least one black glass and one CC glass button. OCBC 

$7-5-3 

 

26.   L. Div.IX Class 10-0. 20 Any. Metals Assorted. Limited to beginning collectors with less than 5 years 

competing in any category. SCBC $10-5-3 

 

27.   Div.IX Class 14-0. 25 Any. Wood assorted. Try to represent classes as completely as possible. Limit 

of 5 studios. PBC $10-6-4 

 

28.   Div.IX Class 15-5. 25 Any. Other Materials unlisted, Specialized to ORGANIC natural Materials. Ex-

amples include, but not limited to: bamboo, cork, coconut shell, fruit pits, seeds, pods, pine needles, 

gourds, etc. Caution-no wood or VI as these have their own classes. May have OME and/or DF. Diane 

Ford $7-5-3 

 

29.   Div.IX Class 16-5. Diminutive (56 buttons.) Materials Summary. Best assortment with at least 2 and 

not over 10 classes included from each section. Must label by class number and mount in class or-

der. (Try to avoid overloading of materials from the same class or section at the expense of another.) 

Limit of 2 studio buttons. Per sponsor, will allow three extra points if labeling  includes the words as-

sociated with the class number. Caution! Each button will have only one class number assigned. If 

the button can represent more than one class (which is not represented on a different button), label 

extra representation verbally only. Gayle Wood $12-8-5 

 

30.   L. Div.IX Class 16-6. Various. Materials Summary. Best assortment with at least 1 and not over 6 

classed included from each section. Must label and mount in class number. Limited to people who 

have never competed in this category. Kathy Paterson $5-3-2 

 

31.   Div.IX Class 17-0 through 20-24. Small. Pictorial Assortment specialized to Lustered Black Glass. 

May have any amount or any color of luster. Other DF allowed. Ada Squires $5-3-2 

 

32.   Div.IX Class 17-0 and 17-2.4. 25 Any. “Ducks versus Beavers.” At least 10 duck buttons and 10 Bea-

ver buttons. Last 5 reserved for your favorite team of the two. Susan Kent $5-3-2 

 

33.   Div.IX Class 17-2. Medium-Large. Birds assorted, specialized to Penguins. No limit on realistics. 

Bryan Gilbert $5-3-2 
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34.   Div.IX Class 17-3 and 20-18. 25 Any. Fish and any Person Fishing or Pictured with Fish. Mythology 

subjects O.K. Balance of subjects not required. No seahorses. No limit on realistics. Anne Morgan in 

Memory of John Chafin -“my Dearest Friend and Sweetheart as well as a Consummate Sport Fisher-

man.” $5-3-2 

 

35.   Div.IX Class 17-5. 25 Any. Mammals assorted, specialized to Cows and Bulls. No balance neces-

sary. Calves allowed. Bryan Gilbert $5-3-2 

 

36.   Div.IX Class 17-5.3. 25 Any. Deer Family, specialized to Deer and Elk only. 5 standing full form, 5 

under attack or hunted by other animals or man, 5 head only (may have other objects, 5 in motion, 

5 with combined features. Katherine Todd $10-6-4 

 

37.   Div.IX Class 18-1. Anchors. 25 Any. May include uniform buttons, but not limited to military repre-

sentations. Katherine Todd $5-3-2 

 

38.   Div.IX Class 18-5 and 18-6.3. 25 Any. Human bare feet, and human footwear. No balance neces-

sary (but must represent both classes.) EBC $7-5-3 

 

39.   Div.IX Class 18-12. 25 Any. Objects Unlisted specialized to Ribbons and Bows. Other objects al-

lowed. No humans allowed. 3 points for multiple looped bow. Jan Stutts $8-5-2 

 

40.   L. Div.IX Class 19-2. 25 Any. Flowers Assorted. Limited to beginning competitors of 5 years or less. 

Diana Black $5-3-2 

 

41.   Div.IX Class 19-2 and 20-1. 25 Any. Flowers, specialized to Tulips, and Scenes/Architectural struc-

tures specialized to Windmills. Must have 10 with Tulips, and 10 with windmills. Other flowers al-

lowed as long as Tulips are obvious. Last 5 buttons free choice of either class. EBC $7-5-3 

 

42.Div.IX Class 19-2.3. Various. Lilies of the Valley. Bryan Gilbert $5-3-2 

 

43.   Div.IX Class 19-2.4. 25 Any. Roses. Assorted materials and variety of roses of equal value. Rose(s) 

must be the focus on the button. Small insects, birds and containers are acceptable.  (See page 55 of 

the 2017-2018 NBS Blue Book ) May include other flowers, as long as roses prominent. No human/

animal figures. NO limit on realistics or studios. OCBC $7-5-3  

 

44.   Div.IX Class 20-1. 25 Any. Architectural Structures and/or Scenes. Uniform buttons allowed. Judy 

Schwenk $5-3-2  

 

45.   Div.IX Class 20-7. 25 Any. Fabulous Creatures, specialized to Mermaids and/or mermen allowed. 

Sandie Olson $5-3-2 

 

46.   Div.IX Class 20-15. Large. Mythological, specialized to Roman/Greek Gods and Goddesses. Metal 

buttons only. Label by Greek/Roman name. Susan Kent $5-3-2 

 

47.   Div.IX Class 20-23. 25 Any. Women, specialized to women doing sports and/or other activities. 

Children allowed as long as adult female(s) present. Must include at least 10 sports. CBC 7-5-3 
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48.   Div.IX Class 21-8. Mixed. Pictorials Summary specialized to Red Glass. Best assortment with at 

least 6 and not over 11 classes included from each section. Must label and mount in class order. 

All shades of red O.K. Anne Morgan $5-3-2 

 

49.   Div.IX Class 23-12. 30 Any (15 pairs.) Specific types unlisted, specialized to “Mother Daughter 

Pairs.” May be any size, as long as the two paired buttons are a different size. May be M-S, M-L, L-

S, or of the same NBS size (for example, two mediums, but of different size.) Virginia Johnson $7-

5-3 

 

50.   Div.IX Class 23-12. 25 Any. Specific types unlisted specialized to ORGANIC natural Materials. Ex-

amples include, but not limited to: bamboo, cork, coconut shell, fruit pits, seeds, pods, pine nee-

dles, gourds, wicker, raffia, etc. VI allowed if showing outer bark. Wood must be woven, or show 

outer bark. May have OME and/or DF. Diane Ford $7-5-3 

 

      51.   L. Div.IX Class 25-6.1.2. Mixed. Pictorial Overall Wobble shanked buttons. May include verbal/

numerical as long as pictorial elements present. Limited to those who haven’t won a blue ribbon in 

this category. Sandie Olson $5-3-2 
                         

 

99. Creative Mountings. Must have at least one button present. OSBS $15-10-5. (A person may enter 

more than one tray. Each tray must be assigned a different random number at check-in.) 
                   

199. Junior Creative Mountings. Must have at least one button present. OSBS $3-2-1 (A person may 

enter more than one tray. Each tray must be assigned a different random number at check-in.) 
            

299. OSBS Educational Award OSBS $15-10-5 (Only one entry per person. Limit of up to 3 trays with 

the educational subject.) 
                   

399. Div.VI Non-competitive. Refer to page 3 of the NBS Spiral 2017-2018 Blue Book. Limit of three 

tray entries per person. (OSBS allows entries as space available on the racks after all other entries are 

hung.) 

 

To print a separate copy these awards can be found online at: 

https://oregonbuttonsociety.org/competition/current-osbs-awards/2018-osbs-preliminary-awards/ 
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Creative Mounting: For Want of a Horseshoe Nail  by Judy Schwenk 
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 OSBS August 26
th

 Summer Picnic in Albany.    
10:00 a.m. Arrive at Mennonite Village. Directions below. 

11:00 a.m. Program 
                           

Sandie Olson is planning a return of a “Panel of Experts” format for us to bring our gen-

eral and specific button related questions (i.e., competition related, organizing the button 

masses, what makes a button a “counter”, what material,  construction, classification, 

etc).   Mount any question buttons on a note card with your question and name.   
                

12:00 p.m. Potluck Begins 
                

Bryan Gilbert has generously offered to provide a meat entre’, members are encouraged 

to bring a potluck dish (entre’, salad, vegetable, fruit, bread, dessert, etc.) and a smile. :-} 
                    

The Pavilion has space for food preparation, but not for cooking or oven warming. There 

are electrical plug-ins available so crockpots and other warming devices will work.  OSBS 

will provide paper plates and cups, disposable tableware and drinks. Feel free to bring 

your own re-usable dinnerware to help out our environment. 
                    

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Button Sales  
                   

Any OSBS member is welcome to sell buttons. No fee for button sales at our annual pic-

nic. We will be outside this year under a covered shaded pavilion with tables and chairs 

provided.  

Please join us for this annual event. 
Many “Thanks!” to Ada Squires Ada Squires Ada Squires Ada Squires for being our Host.   

  
From the north, travel SOUTH on I-5 to Albany Exit 234B, travel 3 stoplights to Dairy 

Queen & turn LEFT onto Waverly Drive, follow Waverly for ~ 3 miles. Cross the railroad 

tracks and turn LEFT into Mennonite Village on 47
th

 Street. Continue 2 blocks past Quail 

Run. Turn LEFT on Davidson Street. The Pavilion will be on the RIGHT.  Park along David-

son. 

From the south, travel NORTH on I-5, take Exit 228. Turn onto Hwy-34 toward Corvallis. 

Travel ~ 1 mile. Turn RIGHT onto Columbus Street SE, follow for ~ 2.8 miles. Columbus be-

comes Waverly. Continue past the first Mennonite Village entrance and turn RIGHT into 

the LAST entrance into Mennonite Village onto 47
th

 Street (if you cross the railroad 

tracks, you have gone too far). Continue 2 blocks past Quail Run. Turn LEFT on Davidson 

Street. The Pavilion will be on the RIGHT. Park along Davidson. 
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Oregon State Button SocietyOregon State Button SocietyOregon State Button SocietyOregon State Button Society    

Fall Workshop Fall Workshop Fall Workshop Fall Workshop –––– Saturday, October 14, 2017 Saturday, October 14, 2017 Saturday, October 14, 2017 Saturday, October 14, 2017    

    

 

Directions:  www.mapquest.com 

From I-5, Exit #289, Nyberg/Tualatin-Sherwood. 

Go WEST on Nyberg, stay to the left onto 

Tualatin-Sherwood, 

Turn Left onto SW Boones Ferry (.1 mile) 

Turn Left onto SW Warm Springs Street (.1 mile) 

On right side 8350 SW Warm Springs St 

 

Deadline: Registration for workshop and lunch must be received by OCTOBER 11th. Registrations will be accepted after  

October 11, but lunch cannot be guaranteed. Please make your checks payable to:  Oregon State Button Society 

Mail to:  Joan Andersen-Wells 

  21147 SW Dana Ct 

  Aloha, OR  97003 

 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   CLIP AND MAIL   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Name:________________________________________Email:____________________________ 

Phone:__________________________________ 

# Number attending ($15.00 person with lunch):_________   

# Number attending ($5.00 person without lunch):________  

Would you like to reserve a table to sell buttons at this workshop?  _________Yes ___________No 

Button Sale Tables will be available for $10.00 each – first come, first serve. $_________________ 

 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  $____________________     Deadline for lunch registration is Oct 11. 

Schedule:  

  9:00 am  - doors open, coffee, tea 

  9:30 am  - workshop begins 

12:00 pm - lunch followed by button sales 

                                         

Topics:  

OSBS BOD Update for Membership 

2017 Awards Review by Peggy Lee Mathes and 

Deb Chrowl (Judging Co-Chairs) with educa-

tional pearls for new and seasoned collectors  

What to bring:  

Preliminary awards list found in the Summer 2017 

Bulletin (pages 32-36) 

2017-2018 Spiral Bound NBS Blue Classification 

Book 

 

Location: Tualatin Valley Elks Lodge 

                 8350 SW Warm Springs St. 

                 Tualatin, Oregon 

Cost:  $15.00 – includes catered lunch with  

                  dessert 

              $  5.00 – if you bring your own lunch 
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AugustAugustAugustAugust    
6-12 NBS Show ~ Appleton, WI 
26 OSBS Picnic ~ Mennonite             

Village, Albany 
29 OSBS goes to the State Fair!  
        9 am-7 pm 

SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember    
14-15 Washington State Annual Show 
Contact:Chris McCarthy 360-391-4098 

 OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober    
4-7  WRBA Show ~ Reno 
   14  Fall Workshop ELKS ~ Tualatin 
   31  Bulletin Deadline 
   31   Oregon City Educational Article 
          Due to Editor 

Calendar 2017 
   

To registerTo registerTo registerTo register, visit www.WRBA.us or email joyjourneay@gmail.com.  
Harrah’s Hotel & Casino  

 (775) 786-3232   (888) 726-6311   Reservation Code S10WRB7 
$62 a weeknights, $102 Friday & Saturday 

$10 handling $10 handling $10 handling $10 handling fee for phone reservations. No fee No fee No fee No fee if you make your  
reservations online: https://www.caesars.com/harrahs-reno/hotel  


